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2" Wllkmson retums home.l

ot " Edt~ Omar """ b to find he is even more dis-}
’ ;‘;; Ef,“;, ?:;: enchanted and’ bewﬂdered,f
T . % not having the faintest idea
~ MINJLAPOLIS ’ HINN- what he is going to do wnth;
’ v TRIBUNE l" his life. '
SN [\ y In a hilarious scené, Wl;l--}
v : inson is turned down by j

' fl;. . 2;2 ogg-‘; “the Central. Intelllgencg
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Bryan Yam -
3Too Good for
His "Hero'

- S WILKINSON bu
"+ C. D, B. Bryan (Harpcr,
" 441 pages, $5.95).

Reviewed by
DAVID SHERIDAN

> During the late 1950s be-
- fore the Kennedy adminis-
‘tration, the Peace Corps’
- and widespread civil rlghtsl
demonstratlons a college
, géneration came of age that
. was cornsidered apathetic
% and uncommitted to any!
*'cause outside their own'
9 personal lives.

Essays ‘and editorials
' were aritten about them.
" Professors scolded them.
‘-But nothing _seemed to|
t"“move them, to stir, their
«+ cmotions,

THE ' TITLE character
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- rpy,r:... '[! ‘—Rg
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: a card-carrying member of
: this peer group

:’ In postwar Korea as a
1 lieutenant in Army intelli-
. gence, disillusioned and
lself - pitying, P.S. Wilkin-
+ son and his ¢ommanding
" officer tangle over an otder
: that -all prostitutes caught
 'visiting soldiers in the
s, Ameritan compound 'will
. have their heads shaven., ;.

ngency CIA) when a lle‘

1+ now married and trics un-

“they get together, but the’,
"1 Berlin crises intervene, and § -
Wilkinson, a reserwst, s

‘| shoots off his mouth to the'

_his first novel,

detector opérafor becomes;
# convinced he is a, homo-
. sexual

. DRlFl‘lNG almlcsﬂy
. along, Wilkinson mcetls a

former sweetheart who is)

“successfully to seduce her.
Later she is unsuccessful !
at. seducing our hero.

"Eventually, of course, .

finds himself at Ft. Lewis,
Washington, where he’ ]
_press about the utter- stu-
pidity, of the call-up and.
.gets himself in hot water

.with'the brass. ‘L
A poignant flashback of .

Wilkinson being caught 3
cheating in a Latin exam

and thrown out of prepi .

school provides an: appro- |

‘priate climax to the novel.

Author C. D, B, Bryan,'} .

John O'Hara's stepson, re- ?
ceived the 1965 Harper:
Prize Novel award for this, :

A PROMISING sh()rt&

 story -writer whose work
-appears \ frequently in the 3
. New Yorker, Bryan handles §
"Wilkinson and all his dif<'{ .
ficulties in a very orthodox\} °

but craftsmanlike fashion. "g'

Unfortunately, the title'{-

character " emerges as a'
rather ordinary, melanchol+
ic- sort, hardly worth writs
ing about at all since he is ]
neither $ignificant nor. par-
ticularly colt‘)rful :

DAVID SHERIDAN ia n2

M

- staff writer for the R{tn-
| neapolis Tribuné.

akniaks

A

w-v‘-_‘.»—\d"

J



